ADVERTISEMENT

DOCTOR’S CORNER
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Is it possible he’s addicted?
Dear Doctor,
My 23 year old
son was prescribed
Percocet 8 weeks ago
when he broke his
femur in a car wreck.
At the last doctor’s
visit, he swore his pain
was still a 10 on a scale
of 1 to 10, and the
doctor prescribed him
another round of the
drug. I know I should
trust my son, but he’s
had some issues with
alcohol and I’ve heard
that Percocet is even
more addictive. I would
like a second opinion:
could his pain be so
bad that he needs to
keep taking it? Is it
possible he’s addicted?
-Meryll
Dear Meryll,
I am sorry to hear about
your son’s injury, and I understand your concern that he

may be addicted to Percocet.
Percocet can be a powerful
pain killer. Due to its Oxycodone content, it can also be
highly addictive.
Most people associate
opiate addiction with street
drugs such as heroine, but
it also applies to Morphine,
Percocet and a number of
other prescription pain medi-

cations. Especially when an
individual has a history of
struggling with addiction, he
or she must exercise extreme
caution when taking heavy
duty pain-killers.
Although a broken femur
can be extremely painful, the
intensity of your son’s pain
should have decreased by
now. At this point, it should

be manageable with regular
over the counter pain-killers.
It is possible that your son
has developed an addiction
to Percocet and it may be
time for further intervention.
If he has become dependent
on Percocet, there are many
treatment options available
that can help him lead a
healthier, more productive
life.
Begin by having a conversation with him about your
concerns. Encourage him to
take the Àrst step by visiting
one of Acacia Network’s
Family Health Care Centers
where we can further assess
his situation. If need be, we
can offer him counseling, as
well as inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation programs
for individuals struggling
with opiate addiction. There’s
even a medication called
Suboxone that decreases the
physical symptoms of opiate
addiction and is very effective
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when paired with a regular
treatment program. The important thing is that your son commits to treatment; the sooner
he does that, the easier it will
be for him to quit. We hope to
see him soon.
Acacia Network provides a
variety of medical services:
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PLEASE SEND YOUR “DOCTOR’S CORNER” QUESTIONS TO: ACACIA NETWORK, 1776 CLAY AVENUE, BRONX NY 10457

LA CASA DE SALUD
966 Prospect Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 842-1412
CHARLES A. LAPORTE FAMILY
HEALTH CARE CENTER
1064 Franklin Avenue, Bronx
Tel. 718-764-1590

CLAREMONT FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER
262-4 East 174th Street, Bronx
Tel. (718) 299-6910
CLAY AVENUE HEALTHCARE CENTER
1776 Clay Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 299-1100 x3056

PARK AVENUE FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER
4196 Park Avenue, Bronx Tel. (718) 466-1574
WESTCHESTER AVENUE FAMILY
PRIMARY HEALTHCARE CENTER
915 Westchester Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 466-3550

www.acacianetwork.org
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