KEY FACTS
•

The mission of Heart Gallery, NYC is to enable children living in foster care to realize their dreams of finding
permanent, loving adoptive families to call their own, and to raise awareness and educate the public about the
hundreds of children who desperately need and deserve the shelter and love of forever homes.

•

Heart Gallery, NYC works with award-winning photographers who volunteer their talents by shooting portraits
that showcase each child’s unique qualities. The photographs are displayed in traveling gallery exhibits and via
the Web, in the hope that prospective parents will be moved to open their hearts and homes to adopt the
children.

•

Heart Gallery, NYC is working in association with the New York City Administration for Children’s Services
to facilitate finding “forever homes” for the area’s hard-to-place children, such as those who are older or in
sibling groups.

•

There are nearly 17,000 children living in foster care in New York City, hundreds are legally freed for adoption
and are awaiting permanent homes.

•

The Heart Gallery was originally founded in New Mexico in 2001 as a local adoption program by the New
Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department.

•

In January 2005, a Parade magazine article about the project by Santa Fe reporter Rosemary Zibart touched the
hearts of millions of readers, resulting in a virtual explosion of Heart Gallery groups across America, where
118,000 foster children were waiting to be adopted. Later coverage included People magazine, Today Show,
The View, CNN, MSNBC, USA Weekend, New York Times, ABC World News Tonight, 20/20 and many
others. There are currently over 100 Heart Gallery groups throughout the nation.

•

Six of these Heart Gallery groups alone have resulted in adoptive placements for nearly 500 children. In
Connecticut, homes were found for 19 children after the first exhibit of 40 photographs was featured in a
November 2003 supplement of the Hartford Courant. Ten children featured in the Tampa, Florida Heart Gallery
have finalized adoptions. Currently 45 states have held or are planning Heart Gallery openings, and the number
of Heart Gallery–inspired placements is in the thousands.

•

The federal Children’s Bureau’s adoption initiative “The Collaboration to Adopt US Kids”, has been a strong
supporter of the project, and has named the Heart Gallery a “best practice”. On November 1, 2005, they hosted
the first National Heart Gallery exhibit at Union Station in Washington DC.

•

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation, founded by hip-hop impresarios Russell, Danny, and Joey Simmons, has
collaborated with Heart Gallery, NYC by providing venue space, and arts workshops though their education
department.

•

Heart Gallery, NYC strives to make each photo session a special, fun experience for the children. Photo shoots
have included on-site art workshops, visits to parks and museums, horseback riding lessons and special gifts
such as Phat Farm clothing donated by the fashion house.

•

Heart Gallery NYC has been traveling throughout the five boroughs, and has raised awareness of the needs of
foster children to millions, generated thousands of referrals from prospective adoptive parents and been directly
responsible for finding “forever families” for youth over the age of 17.

